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y/25/71 


Dear Jiia, 


^our letter of letter ot tlio 20th, could not be uetter, Iliad come t i the cna of a 
clmpter in eiditing some old vrork, had worked cleaning up our road front forr winter 
viinded, then got the mail as the rural carrier came, and yours is the only letter requiring 
answer, so before returning to work I'll answer it in liante. 


.•’ran .ly , 

I 


/our offer of the use of your long beach home, because at 


UiU. forgotten yi 

some point I'd like to resume my li.O. investigations, I wonder if Interstate 10 has been 
completed to the point where the travel-tine is not now too great? Or if it is secure 
enou^i'h siioula i be able to accept your offer, for longer, weekend-long, perlmps, inter-views.'' 
bhoula it be possible, there are some I'd like to be able to conduct in tliiu ci..pth, lossxbxlity 
also includes my having ..nougl. time, should 1 gee tnere and should 1 ue able to get a car, 
which I'd not be able to rent, bast time - die it down Iner-u and for only two uays and a 
200 -milu trip, it cost me ove.r 


sorry you dxdii't {i'et from me. We send them out the 

ijad haridlo and pay postage and insurance for only pO0 adued. 


day We gc . tae order. 


lou may have an important point in iU 


;htt sutler's having aaue a separate tape, 1 


poseioly from you. lou -are correct in all details in your 


hi vi n K ~ i. ilGciX*U. Ox olxLs UOlOX’Oj ^ ^ — - — 

appraisal O-t sutler, but you :.iay underestimate a bit. I have no proof, no more tiian a 
suspicion, but i tiiink he also firdeed for the State UnAmeriCcin corm.dtee in racial mati;ers. 
i liave met soi-io lef t-v/iiiger wlio say he hung out ..ith tnem rpior to liis rxght-wing ijublic 
identification, prior to IuCa days. Which really i.aeans just boior:; Oswald's reap peariinco, 
I'd estimate. I’hey never kept their promise to scdirch tJium rocol..ections and fil^. .me in, 

There could be legitimate reasons for iiavini.;, duhtt make a separate tape, one owing 
editing- ana ano ther in part what you suspect cuad in part a continuing dialogue after the 
tapin(- of the show, Iio».ever, wiiatever t.ne reason, your hunch is worth folJ.oviing and coxxLd 
produce v/orthwhile infoiuatioxi, tiie oxie question, aside from tneir wi.Li.ingiiess to tell you, 
beini., their wiliinj:iess or j,)e;i-l;iaps ability to toll tiro, truth. In tne one oonfroutation 
haci with iiim, i diu get butler to adxdt he is a liar. I would add nonstop liar, makes 
tiling..^ up a;i he goes as they se..m liicely to bt; what he 'a like to be true. 


eiXso 


I've forgotten which of tlxe recoras 1 iiave, I belieV;.. it is tiLC L.Mii one, x 

the siiow. I'd probably have trouulc; finding it now, 

0 1h no the lixxaelo over tiie ppst-assassination debates 


iiave, 1 believe, the unediteu tapfi of 
itnd 1 recall ana t ink I discuixsed in 
record anc a :3uxt over one. 


Is it 


the leiigtii 


,) 0 ;. 3 .ibl(; he and Oswald talkeu before; the show'.-' Probable, tiie question being 
tij.ic, hot unusixal at all. most people do not gxxt to stations at ^.he taat 
minutc'. I do not recall anyone considering t,Ke possibilities that xihett's tape mxgiit iiord, 
but witli butler not having used it, I'd suspect tliat either it is, he sees xt, of no 
value, or, i he just forgot ant f-xey listen whcii you aft, they'll not jive ana nay msuee 


tiie.tiisolvc 


'o not worry about the latter possibility were 1 you, I u try 


1 02 


Lt, 


I'd seen the toggs quot.; beioro, ^Jthers mu the Goimuission idea, iiicluuing a i»e 
radio station, liliich aired it, it was one of tlie onvious alternatives, i'ortas seems to 
hav.; hand.lod tliis for LbJ, 

I tliink it is ObUxiLu bfmXkb tmt have, I'a ignore almost anytliing from Bood, who 
is no more dependable on political matters than butler, lowev„r, there is no doubt about 
tfiree things: butler did appear before bodd's Comittee, it lias not publioheu will not 

release)}iis "testiiriony" 3 l:, and no copies in in the Warren Uoim.iisi;ion fii.;s. One of tlie more 
likely possibilities is that it is too terrible, for butler knew notliing, ana ,./nat he 
might iiave imagined might have terrified everyone. In writing a blurb, aside irom his 
political bias, Uoddi could just have made an honest ;d.st/)ke. But it is xnterestxng that 
3 was reminded of Van her bubbe, which i'a forgotten. 



Your interpretation of the iieichstagwfire affair is essentially correct, 
not part of an anti-IIitler plot. 


but it was 


If I do not have the leaflet in which butler claims to liave been called before the 
</arren Oomiiiission, I'd ap .predate a copy. I'd tiien ash for the reports or transcript, v/hich 
I tnink would show he lieu, not existing, fhe trip was bcx'orc the WG was appointed, unless 
there wat:a second one, in tact, the I’bl seems to tiave paid reiaarkably scmit attention to B. 
i have seen nothing to indicate they got any tape from Ixim, I i*ecall Am,‘sto Rodriguez 
and Stuckey as acknoultjdged sources froja SS files and I suspect tiie kbl got it i;u;..ediately 
from dhbU, as soon as it was aired if not after taping. 


It is possiale to take jacketbluhbs too literally, ihey are frequently :..ade up by 
artists who knov? little about the content. Hence.-there is tiie possibility that i ef . to 
the house i'crreign afliars Gonimittee and to an "interview" could be innocc;nt exaggerations. 
But I doubt verw imich if butler did not arran^;;e tiiis trip, i tliink it was, his ticket to wiiat 
for Vjim is fmiie and he used it every way he could. 


On the two possibilities with mra. b, asking for the behtt tape arm Ms :iIS 
testinony, gog^ idea, imd the i.ionoy they owe you mii;hi help, lou could ask them to apply 
niat to th'.. cost ana bill you for thij rest, I see no possibility she could be less truth- 
ful tliat butler, I tiiink tlii; bi tter tlian writin.g to him. If she is unproductive, you 
might J;hen t;ilce it up with Mm, oo, to fuisw -r youi' question, you are not off tlr: track jjnd 
I don t knov? anyone who looked into the Rhett tape, I woifLcai't worry aboiit "tipping Mm off" 
about ^..uaytliing. Let me evaluate {jny response for you, hor do 1 know of atry proof tiiat he 
and LiiO i.ieu on {uiy other occasion, it is not impossible, out 1 huave no reason t ;; spspect it, 
...How do you Icnow Gil got GlA bisib?,..In those days, most ILGa from Ociisner... butler 
sfjould have i.nown about the camps before the 7/pl/65 raid because they lia.d been reori>ed, 
including by Stuckey,,,! do not believe "that butler knev? about and/or supported the plans 
for the assassination". 


ihere are possibilities in foliov.'ing up leans on Rutler that, in every interest, 

I should jiot olcrt you to, I don t want you to be in the position of going out »nd 
looking for tMngs to est blish my concept of a pos.sibility, fidLs is not the way to 
investigate at tMs juncture, it would bo much bot-i;er if what J- believe posiiible came out 
all by iosell, without your conscious diggin;';, i haveample reason to believe- the possibility 
Gi.ui be the lact. It would not be hurtful to cutler v.'ere it true. 


huess tiiat 's all lor now, again tiiauKs and goon luck. 


cest. 



